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THE BALLAD OF CABIN JOHN
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Chorus:   Cabin John, Cabin John

               why do you row the river

               and where do you go every night?

               With a tear in your eye 

               and an achin' in your heart,

               where do you go Cabin John?

               As the evening sun is setting

               he rows away once more

               and thinks of how it all began

               upon a distant shore.

               The girl he loved was promised to 

               a man of many a year.

               A fight broke out, the old man fell,

               two lovers fled in fear.

               Across the ocean in a ship,

               two lovers they did flee,

               but on the way the girl took sick,

               John told her soon they'd be,

               in port to find a doctor,

               bad times were in the past,

               but when they reached the port she knew

               that she would never last.

               Chorus:

               She said "John we are wanted

               and so please promise me

               that nothing on my headstone

               will lead the law to thee."

               She died then in his trembling arms

               so young, so bright, so fair.

               The writing on her gravestone says

               a stranger's buried there.

               And so John rows the river

               to visit her each night

               to tidy up her gravesite

               in the twinkle of starlight.

               He tells her how he loves her

               and how happy they will be

               when he comes to join her

               in that great eternity.

               Finale:

               In the sweet bye and bye,

               they will meet on that heavenly shore.

               In the sweet bye and bye,

               Cabin John won't row the river anymore.

The above song is based upon a true story.  The story was told on WAMU in the DC area during one of their programs.  The bridge over the Potomac River in Maryland on Interstate 495 is called the Cabin John Bridge and was named after “Cabin John” who did what the song says.  I was very impressed by the story and wrote this song some time before 1983 although I do not recall exactly when.   I did do a little more word-smithing on it in 1995 and established the copyright date.
